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NSW Schools Rugby Union
Code of Conduct
PLAYERS

· Play by the rules and in a spirit of good sportsmanship
· Play for the "fun of it" and not just to please parents and coaches.
· Control your temper. Verbal abuse of officials or other players, deliberately fouling or provoking an opponent, and throwing equipment are not acceptable nor permitted in any sport.
· Work hard both for yourself and your team. Your team's performance will benefit, so will you.
· Treat all players as you would like to be treated. Do not interfere with, bully or take unfair advantage of another player.
· Co-operate with your coach, teammates and opponents. Without them there would be no game.
· Any form of harassment / sexual harassment and hate speech will not be tolerated and will be dealt with as according to the relevant School's policy.
In the event of a player, being sent off during a NSWSRU fixture, a NSWSRU Judiciary will be convened. The carnival Judiciary will consist of the Carnival Manager as Chair, the team manager of the player(s) in question and one member of the NSWSRU General Committee. The judiciary will meet immediately following the match in question. Any player red carded during the carnival will not be permitted to play again during its duration but may be replaced in his squad.
PARENTS

· Focus upon the Player’s efforts and performance rather than the overall outcome of the game. This assists the player in setting realistic goals related to his ability by reducing emphasis on winning.
· Teach your child that an honest effort is as important as victory, so that the result of the game is accepted without undue disappointment.
· Encourage your child to always play according to the rules of the game.
· Never ridicule or yell at your child or another player for making a mistake or losing a game.
· Remember players are involved in organised sports for their benefit and enjoyment, not yours.
· Remember children learn best from example. Applaud good play by both teams.
· If you disagree with an official, raise the issue through the appropriate channels rather than question the official's judgement and honesty in public. Remember most officials give their time and effort voluntarily for your child's benefit.
· Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities.
· Recognise the value and importance of coaches. They give their time and resources to provide recreational activities for your child and other players and deserve your support.
· Any form of harassment / sexual harassment and hate speech will not be tolerated and will be dealt with as according to the relevant School's policy.
· Any person engaging in unacceptable conduct will be required to leave (their permission to be on the school's premises will be revoked)
SPECTATORS

· We encourage players to support their Associaction teams and to be dressed in the school's uniform while doing so.
· We expect barracking to be enthusiastic, but not to be fanatical or designed to heckle, belittle or disturb the opponents. For example, barracking, for or against, during a kick at goal is always bad sportsmanship. Player’s should be encouraged to barrack for their Association rather than for an individual team member. Booing and whistling are in bad taste and wholly unacceptable.
· Vocal support for any team should never encourage violence or rough or illegal play.
Encroaching onto the field of play, the shouting out of suggestions for players, referees or umpires to hear are not allowed.
· It is never acceptable to express disapproval of a referee's decision.
· There is a complete ban on all alcoholic drinks at grounds where games are being played.
· At all times, spectators should leave the area tidy and free of rubbish when they leave.
· Any form of harassment / sexual harassment and hate speech will not be tolerated and will be dealt with as according to the relevant School's policy.
· Any person engaging in unacceptable conduct will be required to leave (their permission to be on the school's premises will be revoked)
We look to adults (parents, old players and other spectators) to set an example by their self-control at matches.
COACHES

It is imperative that coaches have a clear understanding of the highest standards associated with amateur sportsmanship and they must always be ready to combat those views widely expressed in the media that run counter to the spirit of the game.
Coaches should:
· Coaches should recognise that games are for enjoyment and that satisfaction should come from participation in a team. Coaches should kindle in their players, on the one hand, a desire to win, which should motivate them towards excellence, and, on the other hand, a readiness to accept defeat
· Coaches should develop in their players respect for the ability of their opponents, as well as for the judgement of officials (ie umpires, referees and touch judges)
· The home Coach/Manager should always welcome the visiting Coach, and encourage the Captain of the team to seek out the visiting Captain
· Coaches should be reasonable in their expectations of the players and in their demands on the players' time and energy. They should be sensitive to the age, skill and physical maturity of their players
· Coaches should carry out their educational responsibility by acquainting their players thoroughly with the rules of the game as these provide structure and order. For this reason, Coaches should continually update their knowledge of the game
· Coaches should support and encourage players. Feedback should be focused on the skill area and no personal derogatory remarks should be made.
· Where it is permitted under the rules of the game, all coaching from the sidelines must be restrained, tactful, and infrequent and substantially out of earshot of spectators. In all cases however, the role of the Coach should be understated rather than overstated.
· Coaches should warn those players who are losing their composure and becoming too physical, and if necessary, remove them from the playing arena should such warnings not be heeded.
· Leadership and responsibility on the part of the captain should be encouraged. Coaches should refrain from running every detail or interjecting from the sidelines. (It is acknowledged that traditions and practices differ between, say, basketball on the one hand and, on the other, cricket and rugby.)
· All coaches (and particularly those who are not on the teaching staff) should ensure that they are fully aware of the expectations and practices of the Association in which they are coaching.
· Coaches should not engage in excessive and ritual "psyching up" of a team.
· If a match is lost, coaches should avoid giving the impression always that it could have been won if the team had played with more determination. (The opposition is sometimes just too skilful!) Similarly, coaches should avoid stating or giving the impression to players that bad refereeing decisions cost them the game.
· Coaches should avoid any hint of criticising the refereeing of a match – particularly in front of players or parents.
· A coach's aim should be always to coach in such a way that players are able to learn for themselves.
· Coaches are to accept player safety as an essential priority and correct techniques are to be insisted upon. Under no circumstances are matches to start or to continue under conditions which a coach considers contentious, e.g. the absence of an appropriate umpire or referee; or an unsafe playing surface.
· Any form of harassment / sexual harassment and hate speech will not be tolerated and will be dealt with as according to the relevant School's policy.
· Any person engaging in unacceptable conduct will be required to leave (their permission to be on the school's premises will be revoked)
Coaches must notify their Association Convenor if any student from a team is sent off. The student(s) must be supervised by a school official after being dismissed from the field and attend the NSWSRU Judiciary.
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